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Course & Grounds Case Study: THE CLUB AT OLDE STONE, Alvaton, Ky.

Just Add Water...

S arvesEreCT—
.out not too much. “Built-in ——

preservation” bas given this new club
an environmental edge from the start.

By Betsy Gilliland, ( Jontribwting Editer

b
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airing the need to keep
a golf course in top-
flight condition with a
COMIMaEtMEn! LO SIMIrONMmen
tally sound practices need not
be a prickly proposition.

In fact, when the doign Stone
teamn members of The Chub

at Olde Stone in Ahaton, Ky, took 2

swing at this growing trend in the golf

course business, they not only pulled
the rghet club out of the bag—the
drove the green

And nothing has changed since the
private, 18 hole course necar B¢ miing
Green in south-central Kenrucky
opened this past June. In his role of
lu‘.‘.').u:,: l'l:'.‘.hllifl!l,‘hll. \-lﬂ‘-h,l.'u’d‘
tioess with top narf conditions, Wyan
Wiarfel, the clubs Course Superin-
tendent, savs theres been brtle puess
work from day one.

The Olde Seone course, designed by
Arthur Hille'Steve Forrest and Assocaes
in Toledo, Ohio, has enjoved blissful
hu'mnzj. wath its mative torrain froem the

lavout follows the

beginning. The

natural topography of the gently rolling

Wyatt Warfel,
Golf Course
Superintendent,
The Club at Olde

Kentucky  hillside The

15 also dist

COurse iguished
by its immaculate bent grass
groens, tees and fasrwavs in
a2 southerly region—the s
called “Transition Zone®
where wall-to-wall bent
Krass was once tl‘.wl.‘.;l‘.! 1o
be inconcervable
It n‘.r‘\(‘m!- on what the CXPOCtAtIOnS
are,” Warfel says in exphiining how thas
has all been accomplished "Hare, they

expect the best

Olde Srone’s fairwavs, builr like 2
putting surface, boast an extensive

i

underground dranage system (sec

disgram, pg. 48). Each fisrway abo
features an eghe- to 10-inch kayer of
sand. whuch pulls water off the surface 1
the roots below. This measure added six
weeks and §1 mulbon to the constru
DHoN "fl\l'\\ [!l:‘.\l'\l‘f, !v\ u']‘:!: ng
moisture that 1»:(!“1:_\ dooms bent
grass in the Transition Zooe, the bene
s of the addmonal expense should

outweigh the costs
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“It requares Jess water because it's 2
healthier plant, so 1t actusally allows us
more cofbhicentdy,” notes
Drew Rogers, Senior Design Associare
and Partner ftor Arthur Hills/Steve
¥ '\h.! that

I PTOVes the efbhaency of the turf

10O Use wWiales

Forrest and Associates

Warfel, whyo was the assistam supernn
tendent dunng construction and took
wer the ¢ P spot In

August, says the

s mose than

2
25 ETIADON SYslem

3,000 heads, allowing ham to panpe

ced 1t

water usage to the arcas that

The greens also feature kayers of sand
and gravel on top of 2 subsurface acra
son system, The sand helps prevent
compaction, Warfel explains, while the
gravel allows maximum water draanage
to the root system

The |:'z.fcr,:x:~l.:u'. ACTANON system

technol

|‘-.’-"-1~.1L'» the gV O remowe

exchange harmful
! i |

gascs with fresh CXYRCN, and cool or

CXCCss moasture,
heat the root zone as needed, he adds

“It helps us any time it rains,” notes
Wiarfel. *“We go out and run the
Lsvstem ), to

try to take all the excess

i
MOssTIre out of the greens,

Less Pay for Spray

The ability 10 remove excess water
quickly and efficently also ofters added
bene

environmental~-and fmancal

fits to the mew cJubs maantenance
r:-:r.d'»u"-

For L'\Jl:n;':l'. the subsurface
drainage system wards oft discase
and limits pestade use, says Wartel,
by peobably climinating the need for
one Of TWo spray apphications a year (at
$10,000 to §15,000 per application) on
the 35 acres of fairways

Yesticide and fernlizer nunoft ingo the

is & reduced by buffer

lakes and por

zooes of rall native grasses, which also

provide habitat for birds and wildlife
*That has ]

framework for 2 very

certanly become the
narural look for

the golf course,” notes Rogers

A Clean Shop
l‘:d.’ S!::

1
fcatures also

¢s conservation-friendly
extend beyond the
grounds, to a state-of-the-art muaante
nance facility. A warer recycling system
filters out the dist thar is washed off

equipment, and then circulates the
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T
Tk ngthve grasses recduce pasthody
and fort oo runo® o the Iake

andd ponds on tThe property

T

Bont grass grows healthie

Playing Surface

] rocpares ens wWitering

Sand cm An sight- 1o W-inch layer of sand

and gravel padis moisture from
higatlon svn.m surface and provents Compaction

sub'Gfade A s> surince derabhion system

fOMOVES exXCoas Moshure
. echangng harmiul gases with
Drainage Trench e il

waling the root 2one

wough a sCWARE treatment arca
envthing drains back to a fhilter
notes Wartel. “Dirt and g

are filvered ¢

s that
¢ wWaler ox ) |h_\’.. h ..H~

The All station for grounds equip
ment 1 solated in the chemical O0Mm,
allowing for peopes nosal of mare
raals. “If there’s a spill, everything goes
into a tank that can be pumped back

gprayer,” Warfel notes

Stringent federal rogulations on pests

e and chemical we wll CHOORIrage

N
MOTe Qournses o follow sound practices
and HRprove thear INapRes
ment cwarnds ide Stone’s superin-
Imost like a natare
=] s of his new club.
Actually, Olde Stone-li

- NCW COURCS NOW Commang a1
& b .
44 stands as "7-»!! of how 10 ¢reate
Sl

—i-tl‘~('!\\" from the start (XRE

A -
.

Sound v-nviconn;onul practices were instituted from the construction phase
af the course, whach opened in Apeil near Bowling Green, Ky. contact editorScluband

resortbusiness.com
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