In the world of golf course architecture,
names such as Nicklaus, Fazio, Dye and Jones
are among the most acclaimed in the indus-
try today. But as these icons grow older, a

new generation of architects is emerging to re-
shape the game.

Golf Inc. recently surveyed developers,
builders and other architects to find out which of
these up and comers are regarded as the indus-
try’s best young architects. From the
response, it was clear there is no shortage
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After training under some of today's fop
established golf course designers, many
talented young architects are now making
their mark on the industry. Who are these
up-and-coming designers, and what is |
their impact on golf course design? |

BY JIM DUNLAP

he sees things in the field really well He &ic that
project for a number nobe id bel
Whether he stays with Hills-Forrest or goes out
on his own, he’s one of those | would recom-
mend and would use again.”

RISING STARS

Several of today’s rising starrs hawve already
established reputations, thanks o their rapidly
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growing portfolios of completed courses

Arterburn has been impressed by two other

of talent in the mext generation of  designers his firm has worked with — Rick
course designers. Jacobson and Brad Booth.

Manvy of today’s rising course Jacobson is based in Liberzywille, Il and
desien stars worked with established works primarily in the Midwest, Northeast an
course architectural firms before = Mid-Atlantic regions of the country. Booth, who
heading out on their own. teams frequently with PGA Tour player Brad

Others, such-as Drew Rogers of  Faxon, is based in Ogunguir, Maine, and has

completed a number of projecets in the
Northeast.

“Rick is a terrific guy and 2 very talented
architect — in the field and with documents,
Arterburn said. "He gives owners 2 soo
drawings to work with. We worked with Rick on
hoth the Stony Point and Lower Makefield
courses, and our experience with him was very
favorable. ..

“We'te working with Brad Booth on the sec-
ond course at Newport National, and he's a very
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easy guy to work with,” Arterburn added. “Faxon
is, too — he's shown a willingness to learn, not
just be a dictating Tour professional. They make a
good team.”

Henry DeLozier, vice president of golf opera-
tions for Pulte Homes-Del Wehbb, admires the
work of several architects, including Phoenix-
based Forrest Richardson, Tripp Davis, David
Druzisky and Jeff Lawrence.

“Forrest has real traditional values about the
game, but then he also introduces some creative
concepts in how people can enjoy the game
more,” Delozier said. “He also seems to really do
well on challenging sites.

“Tripp Davis is a good enough player that he

understands all that means to design. David
Druzisky just did The Duke at Rancho El Dorado
and did a real nice job working on Dragon Ridge
in Las Vegas with Jay Morrish. And, I've heard
good things about lan Scott-Tayvlor in the
Baltimore area, although I haven’t scen his work
yet.”
The work of Todd Eckenrode has impressed
Tim Schantz, vice president of development for
Troon Golf. Eckenrode formed Origins Golf
Design in Irvine, Calif., with partner Charles
Davison. Schantz said Eckenrode, formerly with
Gary Roger Baird, particularly excels at adapting
a design to a site. Eckenrode’s reputation is
spreading — he reported recently that his firm
has six new 18-hole projects under contract.

In the South, architect Bab Cupp praised the
work of two fellow Atlanta-based designers,
Michael Riley (“terrific cognitive ability on the
ground”) and Bill Bergin, an Auburn graduate
whose career Cupp said he is following.

Another designer gaining attention is Mike
Young, based in Athens, Ga. He came into the
industry after approximately eight years with two
major turf equipment manufacturers. Since then,
he has designed more than 40 courses, including
12 in Georgia.

Rich Katz of Billy Casper Golf described
Young as "one of those guys who's under the
radar, but shouldn’t be, based on his work.”

TWO TO WATCH

Several industry insiders mentioned Tacoma,
Wash.-based John Harbottle and Kipp Schulties
of Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. Harbottle spent six
vears with Pete Dye before going out on his own
in 1991.

Like many architects, Harbottle got his hands
dirry early — digging pipe, laying drainage and
working up to running a tractor,

“One great thing about the Dye organization,
they give you plenty of hands-on instruction,” he

KIPP SCHULTIES is carving his own niche
in high-end and resort course designs after
getting bis start with Gene Bates Design.

said.

He got his solo start with Genoa

Lakes in Nevada in 1991. Since then,
Harbottle has designed 11 new courses
and several 9-hole additions, primarily
in the Northwest, Ironically, the oppor-
tunity to go out on his own matched

continued on page 24
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continued from page 21
advice he had received
from Dye when he was in
college.

“I wrote Pete a letter
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FODD [ESTER learned construction with Golden
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and [Pete’s wife] Alice wrote back and said, 'Pete said to
do this: Learn how to put a project together, secure the

ground and then get yourself appointed to design i,

Harbottle said. When a developer acquaintance and a

great site present-
ed themselves at

Designing
woman

oday’s tough golf develop-
ment climate poses a chal-
lenge for young architects
entering the business. But when a
fledgling designer happens to be a
woman, the road to success gets
even trickier.

Harttie Pavlechko, currently
completing the second phase of a
nearly year-long internship with
the Norman, Okla.-based Tripp
Davis & Associates design firm,
knows the odds. But the land-
scape architecture major at Ball
State University in Muncie, Ind.,
has already impressed Davis and
the rest of his staff so much that
she likely will join the firm as a
design associate after graduation.

“] know it's a male-dominated
field, but | also know there are
opportunities for women,
Pavlechko said. “When I see
someone like 1-‘1ck1n: [Martz, of
Palmer Course Design], Alice
Dve and Jan Beljan, and they d«
such great work, I know that’s
what | want to do, too.”

Most interns
junior design associates for that
matter — get few opportunities
for actual golf course design work.
Many spend the majority ot their
time running software programs
or doing field construction work.
Not Pavlechko.

While she has done her share

and many

PHOTO BY MICHELLE EASTERLING

of Auto-CAD work, Pavlechko
has also gotten plenty of chances
to use ]ll‘.l creative talents. She
said the relatively small size of
Davis's firm has been a major
advantage in her development.
"There are more opportunities
with Tripp to do a lot of different
' Pavlechko “I"'ve
done full plans, renderings — |
like the artistic side of it. [ also
like it that he doesn’t take on too
many jobs and there are a lot of

things,’ said.

"

site visits.

Pavlechko, originally from
State College, | layed golt
since the age of 5. When Ball

1., has p

State launched a women’s golt
program in 2000, she was part of

the first vear’s team.

She plans to return to school
after finishing her current eight-
month stint with Davis to play
her senior year of golf and com-
plete the five-year landscape
architecture program.

—Jim Dunlap

24 Golf Inc.

Genoa Lakes, Harbortle was
ready.

Schulties gor his start as
an intern with Gene Bates in

1991, and joined Bates’ firm after graduating from Purdue

with a civil engineering degree the

working as a designer in 1993 with the newly created
Couples/Bates firm. He resigned in 1997, bur staved

nected as an mdependeqt design
Signature courses for nearly tw

On his own

nantly high-end resort or private

under his own name or in concert with ofthers, including

Couples and Nicklaus Design.

His work mcludes a maj::]r

restoration of the Lost Iree

HATTIE Club, the residence of Jack
PAVLECHKO hopes Nic 'iau:ﬁ-‘ which has solidified

to join female
architects Vickie
Martz, Alice Dye and
Jan Beljan among
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Harry Bowers of Ray Floyd Design and fosmer professional

star lan Baker Finch in the future.

JUST GETTING STARTEB

exccﬂf.nt, pt:dlgn:es L&“IEHLL ST
Nicklaus Design and six more with
learned the trade with Nicklaus

Paragon Construction and then sps
years as a design associate with lerry

Lawrence signed his first solo design contract last year,

for the proposed Laguna Shores Gol
Puerto Penasco, Mexico (also &
with developer John Thompson. He
begin construcrion this summer.
“We were impressed with his
talked with jeff about doing som
DelLozier.
challenge — he certainly sat at the

Now the most exciting part of his carees

strating his own style.”

Jester, who holds a master’s degree n Ia _J:-.:ape archi-
recture from Mississippi State, has done several remodel-

ing projects and some land plannin
Pate’s firm nine months ago. Hlé <
Pate’s firm included serving as desig
Grand Bear project in Guliport
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“In an interesting way, he's got the uitimare

next year. He began
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